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OCP in Pre-Health Studies

Department of Biomolecular Sciences

Model Program (45 cr)*

Life Science (21 credits)
BIO 122 General Biology |l 4
BMS 201 Principles of C & M Biol 4
BMS 306 or Genetics or
BMS 316 Microbiology 4
BMS 318 Anatomy & Physiology | 4
Anatomy & Physiology Il
BMS 319 or or Human
BMS 412/413 Physiology 4
Independent Research Project in Biomolecular
BMS 591 Sciences 1
Chemistry (16 credits)
CHEM 161/162 General Chemistry | 4
CHEM 163/164 General Chemistry Il 4
CHEM 210/211 Organic Chemistry | 4
CHEM 212/213 Organic Chemistry Il 4
Physics (8 credits)
PHYS 121 General Physics | 4
PHYS 122 General Physics I 4

This non-degree certificate program is designed for college graduates whose undergraduate background does not meet the requirements for admission to professional training programs in the health sciences (e.g., programs in medicine, dentistry,
optometry, physical therapy, or veterinary medicine). This rigorous program should provide post-baccalaureate students a formal option for gaining both academic instruction in the health sciences and the advisement they need for successful
entry into professional training.

Program Coordination

The Pre-health Professions Advisory Committee (Pre-PAC) is strongly committed to individually advising students in this program. Starting with evaluation of all undergraduate transcripts, the Pre-PAC will determine if any course requirements
should be waived, substituted or extended to best serve the individual student's needs and goals. The Pre-PAC is currently composed of eight faculty members (two from Biomolecular Sciences, one from Biological Sciences, two from Chemistry,
one from Physics/Earth Sciences, and two from Psychology), including the Program coordinator (P. Osei, Biological Sciences), and the Pre-PAC Chair (C. Watson, Biomolecular Sciences).

Admissions

Students must have completed a bachelor's degree to participate in the program, but may begin the application process in the last semester of their senior year of college. Potential students will contact the Chair of the Pre-PAC to request an
application packet. The application will require official transcripts from all colleges and universities attended and an essay describing why the student is interested in the program. Completed applications will be filed with the Graduate Admissions
Office, and forwarded to the Chair of the Pre-PAC. The Pre-PAC Chair will schedule an interview with the applicant and at least three Pre-PAC members, including the Pre-Health Advisor. During this interview the advisory committee will work with
the student to develop an individualized plan of study in keeping with his/her academic background and professional goals. In order to begin the program during the summer session, applications must be received by April 15; if students wish both
to begin during the summer session and to be eligible for financial aid, applications must be received by January 15. However, students may begin the program in any semester and applications will be accepted throughout the year.

Program Size and Structure

While each student's academic program will be tailored to meet the student's specific academic needs and professional goals, shown below is a model program that is appropriate for a student with a minimal science background. The proposed
certificate program consists of 45 credits. Following the accelerated schedule outlined above, a student may complete this program in 15 months. This Model Program represents an upper credit-hour limit, appropriate for a student with minimal
previous course work in the natural sciences (assumes Math 125, and Bio 121 or equivalent prerequisites have been met). Smaller academic programs would be possible for students with some science background (for example, first year biology
or chemistry already completed), with a lower limit of 26 credits. Any individual program must be selected and approved in consultation with the Pre-PAC advisory committee at the admission interview. A minimum of 18 credits in the planned
program must be taken at CCSU.

Academic Standards
The student must maintain a 3.00 (B) cumulative grade point average (CGPA) in order to be in good academic standing. Good academic standing is required to receive the post-baccalaureate certificate.

Registration

Post-baccalaureate students will be classified as graduate students but need not be matriculated. However, only matriculated graduate students may take a full-time (minimum 9 credits/semester) load and may qualify for financial aid. Full-time
students will be classified as graduates in a certificate program called "Post-baccalaureate Certificate in Pre-health Studies.” Upon completion of the planned certificate program, a certificate will be issued from the Office of Continuing Education.
The official transcript will read "Competed Post-baccalaureate Certificate in Pre-health Studies."

Graduate Credit
Completion of this program does not lead to a graduate degree. However, courses at the 400-level or above that are taken as part of the post-baccalaureate certificate program may be counted towards a master's degree, provided that: the
graduate-syllabus option is elected at the time of course registration, all master's program admissions and degree requirements are met, and the courses are part of a planned program of study approved by the master's degree advisor.



OCP in Pre-Health Studies

First Summer Regular Academic Year Second Summer
1st Five Week Session 2nd Five-Week Session Fall Semester Spring Semester
BMS 2012 3 BIO 1222 4 BMS 318 or 412/413 4 BMS 319 4 BMS 306 or 316 |4
Principles Cell & Molec General Biology I A &P | or Human Phys. Anatomy & Physiology Il Genetics or Micro
BMS 519
Independent Research
CHEM 161° 3 CHEM 163 3 CHEM 210 3 CHEM 212 3
General Chem | General Chem Il Organic Chem | Organic Chem II
[ | | _

CHEM 162° 1 CHEM 164 1 CHEM 211 1 CHEM 213 1

General Chem | Lab General Chem Il Lab Organic Chem | Lab Organic Chem Il Lab

| PHYS 121° |4 | PHYS 122 |4

General Physics | General Physics Il Total = 45 credits

Program Size and Structure

While each student’s academic program will be tailored to meet the student’s specific academic needs and professional goals, shown above is a model program that is appropriate for a student with a minimal science background. The
proposed certificate program consists of 45 credits. Following the accelerated schedule outlined above, a student may complete this program in 15 months. This Model Program represents an upper credit-hour limit, appropriate for a
student with minimal previous course work in the natural sciences (assumes Math 125, and Bio 121 or equivalent prerequisites have been met). Smaller academic programs would be possible for students with some science

background (for example, first year biology or chemistry already completed), with a lower limit of 26 credits. Any individual program must be selected and approved in consultation with the Pre-PAC advisory committee at the admission
interview. A minimum of 18 credits in the planned program must be taken at CCSU.



